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MY WOﬂdﬂrﬁnﬂ ﬂ©m@y ﬁm Hong Kong Gregory John McLeod

English Native Teacher

Hi, I'm Mr. McLeod. I was born and raised in beautiful Sydney, Australia and arrived in Hong Kong in August 2014.

I have had an interesting career since I finished secondary school, and have spent time in many different countries. I have a BA Diploma Education in
languages and education from Macquarie University in Sydney, and a Diploma of Opera from the Sydney Conservatorium. Since graduation I have
taught languages in Australia, Italy, France and England, worked in a hotel in Ireland, studied in Germany and Spain and spent six months backpacking
around Spain and South America. I love hiking and riding my bicycle, and have done lots of long distance cycle tours. The longest so far was in France
and Belgium, where a friend and I rode 2,800km in 27 days.

My wife Hannah and I first had the idea of moving to Hong Kong when a transfer opportunity arose through her work in the global alcohol company,
Brown Forman. Whilst it seemed like a good opportunity to see more of the world and experience a new culture, I must admit that initially I was a reluc-
tant to make the move. I imagined Hong Kong as a big, busy concrete jungle, and this did not appeal to me as I am more of a nature lover. I had never
been to Hong Kong before, and obviously had no idea what it was really like. However, after a bit of research in which I saw photos of the beaches and
the countryside and read of the many hiking trails all over Hong Kong, I quickly changed my tune. I started looking into job openings as an English
teacher here and was lucky enough to be accepted into the EDB NET scheme, and then onto the staff of CCH after a skype interview from Sydney.

I'm so glad that Hannah and I made the decision to move to Hong Kong, as we are really enjoying discovering this wonderful city and learning about
the local culture. Every weekend we get out and explore a different area, and it seems we would need a lifetime to cover every different trail through the
various country parks. We also love the food here, which has come as a surprise as before moving here I was not a big fan of Chinese food. I also didn’t
know how to use chopsticks and had never eaten seafood before, but now there is no holding me back.

For me an important part of experiencing a foreign country is learning to speak the local language, and through my travels I have managed to become
fluent in Italian, French, German and Spanish. So far I am finding Cantonese quite challenging, but one of my goals whilst here is to achieve fluency in
basic conversation. Hopefully I can manage to pass on my passion for languages and foreign cultures to the students here at CCH.
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